❄️ DIY Lapland Trip Planning Checklist (10 Simple Steps)



1. Choose Your Base in Lapland


· Decide between popular spots like Rovaniemi, Saariselkä, Levi, Ylläs or Luosto.
· Think about what you want most: Santa experiences, skiing, Northern Lights, quiet nature, or family activities.
· Check which airport is closest and local transport options.





2. Pick Your Travel Dates


· November–mid-December = cheaper, festive, early snow.
· Christmas/New Year = magical but £££.
· January–March = best snow + clear skies for Northern Lights.
· Avoid school holiday surges if possible.





3. Book Flights Early


· Compare London, Manchester, Bristol, Edinburgh etc.
· Look for direct flights with Ryanair and EasyJet for better prices.
· Set price alerts on Skyscanner and be flexible on dates.





4. Decide Where to Stay


· Compare hotels, cabins, glass igloos, and budget apartments.
· Check walking distance to supermarkets and bus stops (saves money).
· Make sure heating and drying cupboards are included - essential in Lapland.





5. Plan Your Lapland Must-Dos


Tick off which ones matter to your family:

· Santa visits (free + paid options)
· Husky or reindeer rides
· Snowmobile tours
· Snowshoeing/skiing
· Northern Lights tours
· Ice hotel visits
Look for free alternatives like hiking trails, sledging hills, wandering the riverfront, and free Santa meet-and-greets.





6. Cost It Out + Set a Budget


Include:

· Flights
· Accommodation
· Transfers / car hire
· Winter activities
· Food (supermarket vs restaurants)
· Thermal gear (buy, borrow or rent)
Use your blog’s tips: early bookings, avoiding packages, using local bus routes, and choosing short tours.





7. Sort Out Transport


· Decide whether you’ll hire a car (good for families + Aurora chasing) or use local buses/shuttles.
· Check if your accommodation offers airport pickup.
· Book any long-distance buses in advance in peak season.







8. Organise Your Winter Clothing


Pack or rent:

· Base layers
· Fleeces
· Waterproof outer layers
· Snow boots
· Thermal socks
· Hats, balaclavas, gloves, hand warmers
Remember: most tours provide overalls, so no need to buy the super-expensive ones.





9. Pre-Book Key Activities


· Santa visits with time slots (these book out fast).
· Any husky/reindeer rides you really want.
· Northern Lights tours (or DIY plan using apps + car).
· Any ski rentals or lift passes.
Everything else can be left flexible to chase the best weather.





10. Final Prep Before You Go


· Download offline Google Maps of your area.
· Screenshot tour confirmations.
· Check luggage allowances for bulky clothing.
· Stock up on snacks for airport/arrival to save money.
· Keep euros handy (cards work everywhere but small kiosks sometimes prefer cash).

